ESSAYS ON TRIE GITA

this multitude of cosmic existences, sarvabhutani, for
all these are One; all the many Purushas are in their
original being the one and only Purusha. But the
mechanism of the ego-sense in Nature, which is part
of her action, induces the mind to identity the soul's
consciousness with the limited becoming of the mo-
ment, with the sum of her active consciousness in a
given field of space and time, with the result from
moment to moment of the sum of her past actions. It is
possible to realise in a wayAe unity of all these beings
even in Nature herself and to become aware of a cosmic
Soul wh^ch is manifest in the whole action of cosmic
Nature, Nature manifesting the Soul, the Soul constitut-
ing the Nature. But this is to become aware only of the
great cosmic Becoming, which is not false or unreal, but
the knowledge of which alone does not give us the
true knowledge of our Self; for our true Self is always
something more than this and something beyond it.

For, beyond the soul manifest in Nature and
bound up with its action, is another status of the
Purusha, which is entirely a status and not at all an
action; that is the silent, the immutable, the all-
pervading, self-existent, motionless Self, sarvagatam
acalam, immutable Being and not Becoming, the
Akshara. In the Kshara the Soul is involved in the
action of Nature, therefore it is concentrated, loses
itself, as it were, in the moments of Time, in the waves
of the Becoming, not really, but only in appearance
and by following the current; in the Akshara Nature
falls to silence and rest in the Soul, therefore it
becomes aware of its immutable Being. The Kshara
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